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Nature and Title of the Work — Tlie work '•'‘ Knmarapkla-pratibodha'' 
contains a geneial description of the teachings in the Jain religion given from 
time to time by the Jain preceptor Hemacharya to Kumatapala, the illustrious 
Ch^lukya king of Gujarat, and also of the manner in which, after getting 
these lessons, the King gradually got completely converted to Jainism. The 
author has given the title of to this work; hut 

we have preferred to retain to it the title of '•^Kumarapala-pratibodka^^' for 
two reasons ; first because that title is fouud mentioned in the colophon at the 
end of the work ; and secondly because that title by itself carries to the 
general reader the idea of the subject-matter of the work itself. 

The Mss.-material — The present edition of the work has been prepared 
from a palm-leaf Ms.® found in a Jain Bhandat at Patau, the ancient Capital 
of Gujarat and now a Taluka town in the Kadi Prdnt (District) of the Baroda 
State ruled by His Highness the Maharaja Gaekwad. The Ms. consists of 
two hundred and fifty-five leaves. Kach leaf is 2 ft. 7 inches long and only 2 
inches broad; and on each side of it are written from three to five lines in 
Devauagari script in black ink. Each line contains from 140 to 150 letters and 
has three divisions separated by spaces one inch long. These spaces have holes 
(in the middle) through which pass strings to fasten together all the leaves. 
This Ms. was written at Cambay in Samvat 1458 (A. D. 1402).® 

Palm-leaf Mss. of this Age and their Imperfections— As no other 
palm-leaf Ms. written after this date has been found by me in any of the Jam 
Bhaudars, I am led to infer that this is one of the last palm-leaf Mss, written 
in Gujarat, and, in fact, in Western and Northern India. From the sources 
of Jain history it is found that the - art of writing on palm -leaf had begun to 

1— Keudered into Engliah from the original Gujarati preface written by the 
editor — J. S-. K. 

2— This palm-leaf Ms., as also the other mentioned later on, was procured by.tha 
late Mr. C. B. Dalai, M. A., Sanskrit Librarian, in the Central Library, Baroda, from 
SanghaVi's Bhandar and Sangharina Padano Bhandar respeotirely — J. S. K. 

S This Ms. has been, noticed by Prof. P. Peterson in Ma “A Fifth Eepoit of 
Operations in Sraroh of 3sn»jcnt Mss m the Bombay Cirolb 1852-fiS 
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decline from almost the beginning of the 14th century A. D.," and palm-leaf 
was rapidly giving place to paper as a material of writing. At that time all the 
palm-leaf works in the vast Ms.-collections located in Patan, Cambay, Jesal- 
mere and other places noted for such collections were being rapidly and simul- 
taneously copied on paper. The oldest paper Mss. available at present all 
belong to this period. Similarly the latest palm-leaf Mss. to be found at present 
were written in that period and none written after that time is now available. 
This indicates that paper must have been introduced in these regions at that 
very time. At the time when the present manuscript was written, the 
practice of writing on palm-leaf was getting scarce and the scribes were on 
the verge of forgetting the art of writing on palm-leaf and also the art of 
preparing the special ink required for such writing. The caligraphy seen on 
this palm -leaf MS . is of a very inferior kind as compared to that seen on old 
palm-leaf MSS. The script of the present MS. is not so beautiful as that of 
the MSS. of the 12th and the 13th centuries, nor is the ink so excellent. The 
ink used for the present MS. is very thin and has are now disappeard from 
several places and lines after lines on several pages have become so obliterat- 
ed as to make their deciphering all the more difScult. Compared to this the 
ink used on the palm-leaf MSS. of two to three hundred years before this 
period appears still to be brilliant and deep black. Nor is the purity of 
language, to be observed in the old palm-leaf MSS., preserved in this MS. 
The reason of this is that the scribes of old times were men possessing a 
general knowledge of Sanskrit and Prakrit languages; and even good many 
learned men of those times used to write their works themselves. Hence, as 
a rule, very few mistakes are to be seen in MSS. of those times. But at the 
time when the present MS. was written, the process of copying palm-leaf 
MSS. on paper having been commenced on a very large scale, there was not 
to be found a sufficiently large number of scribes, possessing good literary 
qualifications, able to cope with this work; hence only scribes of mediocre 
abilities who could merely do the mechanical work of transcribing letters, 
were available for copying purposes. On this account these scribes commit- 
ted good many mistakes in transcribing copies from old MSS. ; and it is on 
this very account that quite a large number of mistakes have crept in the 
JiTumarapdla-PraiidodM” . An idea of the literary qualifications 
of the Kayastha scribe, named Sheta, of this present manuscript can be got 
from the language of the colophon written by him giving the (Samvat) date, 
etc. of the MS, 

Another MS. of the Text — Besides the above mentioned MS^ another 
palm-leaf MS. belonging to the Bhandar of Sanghavi’^s Pdd& in Patan, was 
also availed of in preparing the text of this work. This palm-leaf Ms. was 
ffidet than the one mentioned before and was written in a more correct 
maJLiicl but it was nnfOittuiately very incomplete and broken It contained 
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leaves from 51 to 305 (even oJE these some leaves are wanting here and there) 
and thus ended abruptly from the middle of the story of Pavananjaya on 
Deshavakasika vow given in the 4th chapter of the present work. In size 
it was 2 ft. 7 inches long and 2 inches broad and contained 3 to 5 lines on 
each page and each line contained from 105 to 120 letters. 

Difficulty io Editing— Thus, since no other complete Ms. was avail- 
able from any source and none is available as far as I know, I had to depend 
on the only one complete Ms, mentioned above; and as this was full of 
mistakes my work of editing this work became all the more difficult. 

Account of Somaprabhacharya, the author of ^^Kumdrpdla-prati- 
bodha ”: — ^The author, Somaprabhdchdrya, is a well-known Jain learned man. 
He composed the present work in Samvat 1241 (or A. D, 1195), i. e. only 11 
years after the death of ICing Kunidrapdla. Prom this it is evident that he 
was a contemporary of King KumdrapMa and bis preceptor Hemachandia, 
He composed this work while dwelling in the residence of the poet Siddha- 
pdla, son of the poet-king Shree Shreepdla, of Pragvdt (Porwad) community, 
for the benefit of Hariscbandra and Sbreedevi, son and daughter respectively 
of Shet Abhayakumdra, son of Nemindga; and it was heard from the 
beginning to the end by the three learned disciples of Hemacbandra himself, 
by name, Mahendramuni, Wardhamdna and Gunichtandra. Abhayakumdra 
was, as is mentioned in this very work, the bead of the charitable depart- 
ments, like alms-houses, etc,, opened for the maintenance of helpless and 
disabled persons (vide pp. 219 to 220). The poet-king Shree Shreepdla wag 
one of the best poets of Gujarat and a greatly honoured and accepted brother 
of Siddhardja Jayasimhadeva. His son, Siddhapdla, also, was a poet of the 
first rank and a beloved and bosom friend of King Kumarapdla. In connec. 
tioa with the family of this poet as I have written at great length elsewhere, ^ 
I need not reiterate the same in this place. The poet Shreepdla was a disciple 
of Devasiiri, the most illustrious in the lineage of preceptors of Somaprabhd- 
chdrya; hence it was but natural that this poet’s family should entertain a 
special veneration for the circle of disciples of this earliest preceptor and that 
this circle of sages should regard with affection the poet’s family. The preceptors 
of Somaprabhdchirya and other sages generally made their stay under the 
roof of the family house of this poet in Anahilpuf. His other great work, by 
name Sumatinatha-charita''' y was also composed by Somaprabhacharya while 
dwelling in this very house. 

The following is the genealogical-tree of the lineal succession of the 
preceptors of Somaprabhacharya, as found in the PrashasH in the 
Kumarapala-Pratibodha and some other works of different writem ; — 

1 See my latrodnotioa to tiie drams £'tttya«raro” composed by the 

poet Yi]ayap&la son of Siddhipdls £ditor 




Snxvadevasfln 


1 

Yasliobliadra ISTemicliandfa 



Mimichaiidra^ Manadeva 


Aiitadeva Vadidetrasilri^ Anandasuri 

1 I 

Vijayasimlia® ! 1 ^ i 1 1 

I Ratnaprabha* BbadreSvara® Gunacbandra® Purnadeva®^ • Mabe^vaia 

! i i. . i I . 

Jlemacbandra Somaprabha Maniratca Ramacbaiidra' Jayaprabba 

L__r I 1 

I Jayamaagala® Ramabbadra^* 

Jagatcbaudra ! 

Somacbandra" 

All the names mentioned in this genealogical-tree are well-known in Jain 
history, and the various works composed by them have enriched Jain litera- 


1. A well-known writer of cotntnenfcaries and notes on works of Haribhadra- 


eharya, such as " UpadesJiapach,’* 
and others. 


'Afiel-dnta~J'a^apatu7;d,’l ^ ' L(diia'midra,\[ “ To^&iiindu’ 


2. Author of the great Jain work on logic by name S^/ddt^&daratfidl'araJ' 

3. Dharmasagara Gani, in hia own *pattdvaU' has called this Vijayasimha as the 
editor of the commentarj~“F!'»(!Z:OTian/an,” a work of Balachandra (ef. 

• But this is a mistake. The editor of that commentary is not 
this Vijayasimhasitri but is one Vijayasena-suri of liTagendra Uachha. (See Peterson’s 
3rd Report, page 103). A stone -inscription of this Vijayasimha has been discorered 
in the Jain temple at Araaana and is dated Samyat 1206; (See my book '^PrdohtncirJaino,- 
LiVha-Sangraha" (Inscription hTo. 289). 

4. Ratnaprabha has composed the well-known work on logic, entitled “jiatnula- 
r,hatdri7;dl rndhiB other works, like the “ITpadesTimdld-Yntti'*, are also well-known. 

5. Bhadre^yara was the principal co-adjutor with Vidideyasilri, in composing the 
" SpddBdd&ratnukara.”, After Ms preceptor’s death he was appointed the prineipal 
Acharya to bis seat. Munibhadra-Strri, the author of SMntindtha-'MaMMv^a, also 
belonged to his sneeession of pupils. 

6. Gunachandra composed a small work on Grammar entitled “Bamavihhmma," 

7. Mention is made of both this preceptor and his deseiple in a stone-ingcription 
at Jalore, (See “Prichfna-Jaina-Lekha-Saagraha,” Artical Ko. S52). 

8. Author of the Prosiktsti on Oh^chigadeva found on the Sundha Hill (Marydr). 

9 Aathor of the eommentarj on Vntta Ji a 

10 Author of the dram* Pr Jfofetuya 




ture ^^rom this oae cau see of what learned noble and literary men the poeth 
company was composed A brother disciple of Somaprabhacharya by name 
Hemachandra, composed a Dmsctndfiafia poem entitled ‘ ^abhe^aitenit^ 
and it was edited by the poet-king Shree Shreepala himself. Somaprabhd- 
chdrya was succeeded to his religious seat by the famous Jagatchandrasuri, 
who is considered to be the founder of the ascetic assembly known by the 
narne -of Tapdgachha. According to the Pattavalh Somaprabhacharya ranks 
43rd® in the lineal succession from Mahavlra. 

Other Works written by the Author— ( I ) SumatinMa-Charitra, 
Besides the '‘'■Ktimarapdla-Praiibodha ^'' works of Somaprabhd" 
chiirya are available. One of these is the ^^Sumaiinatlia’charitraP , It 
describes the life of Snmatinatha, the Sth Tirthaukara of the Jain Religion. 
Like Ktimarapala-Praiibodha ^ it is also written mainly in the Prdkrit langu- 
age and, like it, it also contains legends and stories explaining the tenets of 
Jainism. It consists of verses numbering over nine thousand and a half. 
Mss. of this work were seen by me in the Jain Bhandars at Pdtan.® 

1— The folloifing are some of the yerses given in the FrashasH at the end a! 
this poem:— 

f^HT 1^551 qw W It 

^ X X X j 

#qiaJIT*JT II 

2 Tide J. Rlatt’s Extracts from the “HiBtoriosl Records of the Jains*’ Ind. Anih 
Vol, XI, p. 254. 

3 The Prashasti at the end of this Charitra is to a great extent like the one given 
in the present work: — 
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(2) SfiKtiniuktavaii Another work by this author is Lnowr 
Muktavah It consists of hundred verses of a miscellaneous 
IS sometimes known as Stndttraprakara^ because its first verse 
the words: and very often it is also called by thena 

shaiaka' \ because it consists of ‘hundred’ verses composed by S 
charya. This work is well-known among the Jains and is repeate 
by many a man and woman of the Jain community. It is w 
the style of Bhartrihari’s and contains short but 

quisitions on such subjects asj non-slanghter, truthfulness, n 
purity, goodness etc. Its composition is very simple, interesting 
understanding. Some of the verses from this work are foum 
the present work of Kum&rapala-praiibodha^ 


^ , .-fN. ^ 

ITa srraif: 


sftqrsjfTflT s^iri 

grro: 1 

, ( ? ) II 


^ ftjfR 
gjRiT 


u 


(3) Shabirtha Kivya Somaprabh^hirya’s third work ib known by the 
natae of '■^Shaiartha Kostya^ . It g^ves full evidence of his unexcelled com- 
mand over the Sanskrit language.^ 

This work consists of only ogie verse in Vasanta-tilaka metre, while it is 
explained in a hundred different ways. From this work the anther was given 
the nickname of “Shatarthika” and is referred to by that appellation by 
many subsequent writers.^ The author has, by himself commenting on this 
one-verse work, given its hundred explanations.^ At the beginning of its 
commentary he has written five verses, in which he has given an index to 
the hundred explanations intended by him. In the beginning he has given 
the meanings of the 24 Tirthankaras of the Jain religion, then in the middle 
he has given the explanations of the Vedic deities, like Brahmfi, Narada, 
Vishnu and others and at the end he has brought out references to his 
contemporaries, like Vadi-devasfiri and Hemachandrachdrya, the great 
religious preceptors of Jainism, Jayasimhadeva, Kumardpala, Ajayadeva and 
Mfilaraja, the four successive Chalukya kings of Gujarat, poet Siddhapdla, 
best citizen of the time, and Anitadeva and Vijayasimha, his two precepters. 
After this, at the extreme end he has elucidated reference to himself and in 
the final conclusion he has quoted a short prashasH in five verses written on 
himself by some disciple of his. (See Appendix 11) . 

According to this prashasti^ Somaprabha in his ordinary life was a 
Vaishya of Prdgvata (Porvdd) section. His father’s name was Sarvadeva and 
that of his grand-father was Jinadeva, Jinadeva was a prime-minister to some 
prince and was greatly respected in his own time. Somaprabha had taken the 
initiation into Jain religion quite iu his boyhood, and being exceptionally 
intelligent he had mastered all the lores and^thus attained to the position 
of an “Acharya” (Precepter), He was wonderfully adept in logic, deeply 
learned in poetics and specially clever in delivering religions sermons. 

Chronological order of these Works:— Thus including the ‘ ^E:umara2 
pala.'pratlbodha^''’ our author wrote four works. Among these chronologically 
his Sumatinatha’Charitra^^ stands first and '•^Sukii-MuktavaW^ second, 
’‘^Brihat-Tippanika.^'*'^ &n old list to Jain works, it is mentioned that 
the ’■'■SumatinUha-Charitra'' was composed in the reign of king Kumarapala. 
As this work is also found mentioned at the end of the commentary on. 
^^S^aiarika-HTazfya” , it is plain that it was composed prior to the *''• Shatartha'' 

1 See verses on pages 146, 197, 422. 

2 also 

g The original verse is as follows:— 

n 
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Khvya,^^ It appears that the ^'•Skaiarika-Katiya^' was composed betweei 
A, D. 1177 to 1179, becanse it refers to Hug Mdlaraja, who succeeded kiiij 
Ajayadeva to the throne of Gujarat; and tMs Mtllardja, known in history ai 
“Bala Mdlaraja, reigned only for two years frcbi A. D. 1177 to 1179, TH 
^Kimarapah'pratiboiha''’ seems to be the last work of our author. 

Other unknown Works:—-Besides these four works, it is inferred 
that our author must have written some others; for in the work ShatartJia' 
Ahr'yfl”, while giving explanation about the king Kumarapala in the com- 
mentary, ha gives two verses, and makes the following remark regarding 
therQ-<'rf^gTit;”, that is, (“which we have already given elsewhere.”) Now as 
these two verses are not to he found in any of his known four works, the 
inference is that they occur in some other work of his, which is not yet 
known to us. 

Composition of Kumafapala*pratibodha: — ^^Kumarapaia-praUbodha^^ 

15 mainly written by the author in the Prakrit language; but a few 
stones in the last chapter are written in Sanskrit and some portions are in 
Apabhramsha language as well. From this it is evident that our author was 
equally proficient in these three languages. The composition of the work is 
very simple and the language is quite plain and unsophisticated. Though the 
author is, as has been shown above, one of the best learned men and a first- 

Glass writer, yet there are no evidences of his special learning to be found in 
this work, 

The Work well-known to subsequent Writers:— “Jina Mandajjagjnji, 
the author of ^^Kumarapala-prabandJia'' \ has taken several extracts^ from 
the historical portion of this work, and Jayasimha-suti has, in his ‘■^Kumara~ 
pala~Ckari(ra'’\ made a faithful imitation of the style of composition of this 

work, This shows that the writers, posterior to our author, were well aware 
of this work. 


The Work not important from Historical Standpotnt—Looking to the 
great extent of this work and the time of its composition, it would seem quite 
natural if readers interested in history felt curious to know from it such 
acts about the life of Kumdrapdla and Hemachandra as are unkno^va and 
^available from other sources ; and it is with this very idea that the present 
itor undertook with great pleasure the work of editing this work. But 
a ter going through, the whole work he was disappointed to find that no new 
ct was to be d^cQveted in such a big work. On the contrary he has to 
a mit that the history of ^these two great perspnages given in the present 
woi ' IS not only as mucii as, but is even less than, their history given in 
auc smaller and later works , as the ^^Uemachttndra'pmbandka'*'’ ^ a part of 

!A qI' edited by Muni ChaturaYqayaii, pp. 10, 17, 58, 

i0.90.94.9f:i97- IGS 107 


the “‘Pyabhavaka-CkarUra'‘^ and the '•[Kumarctpala-Prabandha^'^ ^ included 
in ^^Pmbandhct-ChifUamanP\ It would therefore not be improper to 
remark that from the historical point of view the present work has no special 
importance to us. 

Importance of the Work as a Prakrit Work— But we have to admit 
its importance from the point of view of the necessity of publishing Prakrit 
literature on a larger scale. In the first place Prakrit literature, that is 
published up to now, is of a very limited extent; and. in the second place^ as 
the Bombay University has now added a special course of the Prakrit language, 
like that of the Pali, to its curricula of studies, the necessity of publishing 
works in the Prakrit language is felt all the greater. Students therefore of 
this language would undoubtedly welcome the publication of such a great 
work at this time. 

Writing History not the Author’s Object — Though it is quite natural 
that we should feel disappointed at not being able to find any special historical 
information in this work, yet we must remember that- the author does not 
deserve any blame on that account. Because in the very commencement of 
the work the author clearly disavows any intention of writing a full life-story 
of Hemachandra and Kumarapala. The author’s object iu composing this 
work is really not to write the history of kumarapala and others, hut to write 
a narrative, embodying the teachings of Jain religion with reference to these 
historical personages. In this connection he makes the following remarks t- 
'* Although the life-story of Kum4rapala and Hemachandracharya is very 
interesting from other points of view, I am only desirous of telling something 
in connection with the instruction in Jain religion alone. Does any person, 
who, out of a tray full of various delicacies, eats only one particular thing 
that gratifies his special taste, deserve blame from any body ?’”• 

Summary of the Historical Portion in the Work — Whatever portion 
in this entire work has connection with history is summarised for the facili- 
ties of readers, iu a separate Appendix, entitled '^Kumarapala-Pratibodha- 
SankshepaP On reading the Appendix, the reader will understand clearly 
the entire gist of this work, 

The short historical summary is as follows;— 

King Kumarapala’s Succession to the Throne;— In Anahilpura Patau 
there formerly reigned King Mfilar^ja of Chalnkya dynasty. He was succeded 
successively by Chamundarflja, Vallahhardja, known as “Jagaj-Zampana” 
(“World»Raider”), Durlabharaja, Bhimaraja, KaroLadeva, and Jayasimhdeva, 
Phis Jayasimhdeva was succeeded by Kumarapdla, the great-great-grandson 
of Bhimardja. (Bhimaraja had a son Kshemaraja, who had a son Devaprasada, 
who again had a son Tribhuvanapala, who was father of Kumarapala) King 

1 See page 8 Qstlis 80 SI. 



KumirapAla was very brave and valorous pahent and self-abnegating very 
clever and liberal He made conquests everywhere and established hia 
reputation ss a great and ideal ruler. 

King’s Longing to know the True Religion— Once king Knmdrapala 
called an assembly of bis learned men and asked their advice regarding the 
best religion to be Mowed which would make one’s life the most happy. 
These learned men being Brahmins naturally extolled the merits of the Vedic 
religion which consisted of sacrifices and ceremonial rituals. The King, 
knowing that sacrifices involved slaughter of animals, could not be convinced 
of the merits of this religion. This made him dissatisfied and increased his 
desire to know the true religion. Thereupon on one occasion one of his 
ministers, Bahada, by name, approached the king and requested him to 
listen to what he would tell him if the King really desired to know what the 
true religion was. The Minister Bahada then gave him the following in- 
formation about Hemachandra-siiri, the Jain preceptor. 

Account of Hemachandra’s Early Life: — There was formerly a precep- 
tor, by name Shri Datta-suri, belonging to the Gachheha, called "Pfir- 
p.ataUa.” Once while travelling he came to a place, called Ray aigapura, in 
Wfigada country, where ruled at that time a king by name Yashobhadra. 
This king began to listen to religious discourses of Shri Datla-snri, Datta- 
sfiti after some time left that place and went elsewhere. Afterwards King 
Yashobhadra lost all attachment for worldly life, renounced the kingdom, 
and went in search of Datta-sfiri. Datta-sfiri was at that time in a place, 
called “Dindudnfipura*”. The king built there a large Jain temple by 
name “Chauvisa-Jiualaya,” and himself took holy orders and became a 
disciple of Datta-suri. Then he performed various austerities and made a 
deep study of the Shdstras and finally attained the position of an “Acharya”, 
or preceptor, under the name of ‘‘Yashobhadra-suri”. Yashobhadra-suri 
went on touring in various places preaching religion to people. At ’last 
having become old in age and decrepit in body he went, to the “Ujjayanta- 
Tirtha” (i. e. Girnar), and there after observing a fasting-vow gave up his 
body. He had a disciple by name Pradyumna-sfiri, who wrote a work 
entitled '^TkaHaya-Pagaram'’ (or “Sthdnaka-Prakarana”). He again had 
a disciple Gm^sena-sfiri by name and the latter had Devchandra-suri as his 
disciple, who wrote a commentary on “ Tkanaya-Pa^-arana']^ of Pradyumna- 
sfiti and also wrote the work Shanti-Jina-CharitraP^ 

This Bcvachandra^ while travelling, once came to a place by name 
Dhandhukd. There a young hrilliant boy named Changadeva, son of the 
parents Chachch and Chahini of the Modha Bartia community, began to 

* The anther, Somaprabh^ch^rya, at thie place remarke that that l‘ChauYisa-Juia- 

lafa’^ exjBte nts to-daj t e 1& his time at B nra 



come and listen to the preaching of Devachandra Having become atlachec 
to Devachandra through his teachings the boy Changadeva became inclined 
to become the former’s disciple and began to live and wander with Deva- 
chandra, Devachandra while wandering went to Cambay and there, through 
the maternal uncle of Changadev, by name Nemi, he persuaded the parents 
of Changadeva and initiated Changadeva into Jain religion and gave him 
the name of Somachand, 

Hemachandra as an Acharya:— -This boy-ascetic, who possessed almost 
a superhuman intellect, became master of all Shastias within a short time, 
and, as a reward of his learning his preceptor gave him tbfe name of 
‘‘Hemachandra” and raised him to the position of an “Achdrya” (preceptor). 
Struck dumb with admiration for Hemachandra’s learning, King Siddhardja 
Jayasimha became his great devotee and consulted him in each and every 
Shdstric matter and was thoroughly satisfied. Under the infiuence of his 
teaching, Siddharaja began to feel an attachment for Jain religion and in 
appreciation of the same he constructed a Jain temple, by name “Rayavihara”, 
in Pdtan and another, by name “Siddhavihdra”, at Siddhapur, At Siddha- 
raji’s request Hemachandra wrote a work, called “Siddha-Haima'Vydkarana”, 
a perfect masterpiece on grammar. The King’s attachment for Hema- 
chandta grew so strong that he never felt happy until he listened to the 
nectar-like teaching of Hemachandra. 

Hemachandra and Kumdrapala: — Having related the story of Hem- 
chandra so far, the minister Edhada advised King KumSrapdla that if 
he too desired to get the knowledge of true religion, he should approach 
Hemachandra with devotion. Following his minister’s advice Kumdrap^a 
began to listen to the preachings of Hemachandra. 

Hemachandra first began to preach to the King, by means of parables and 
legends, on the evil effects of animal-slaughter, gambling, meat-eating drink- 
ing, prostitution, plundering, etc., and persuaded him to prohibit these in 
his kingdom by issuing royal decrees. Then he gave him instmctiou regarding 
true God, true Guru and true religion as propounded in Jain religion and 
showed him the evils of accepting false gods, false gurus and false religion. 
In this way King Kumarapila became gradually devoted to Jain religion and 
as a mark of his devotion he began to build Jain temples in various places s 
First he built a grand temple, called “Kum4ra-Vihara” in Pdtan under the 
supervision of the minister BAhada and the two sons of Garga Sheth of 
Vdyada family, by name, Sarva-deva and Sdmba Sheth. In the central 
temple of this Vihdra he placed a large image of Parshvauath in white marble 
and in the adjoining 24 temples, he placed images of the 24 Tirthankaras in 
gold, silver and brass metals. After this Kumarapala built another temple, 
called “Ttibhuvana-Vibara”^, still grander and very much higher, with 72 
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smaller temples roimd it for the different 1 iithankaras The large cushion- 
shaped stone caps on the spires and the vasehke fiueals that surmounted them 
were all built of gold and in the central temple a very gigantic image in 
sapphire of the Tirthankara Neminatha was placed, with 72 images in brass 
of other Tirthankaras located in the smaller temples. Besides these, in Pdtan 
abne Kumdrapala built 24 Jain temples for 24 Tirthankaras, of which 
the temple of ‘‘Tri~Vihara” was prominent. Outside Pdtan, in other places 
in his kingdom, he built so many Jain temples that their exact number 
cannot be ascertained. Of these, however, the great temple of Ajitanatha on 
the Tdrangd Hill, built under the supervision of the Subedar Abhaya, son of 
Jasadeva, is worthy of mention. 

King Kumdrapdla did not rest satisfied in showing his devotion to the 
Jain religion by thus building Jain temples alone, but like a devout follower 
of that religion he used to visit in person the Jain temples and worship the 
images therein. Further, in order to impress upon the people the greatness 
of that religion he used to celebrate with great eclat Jain festivals like 
'•J^ashianhika*'* , 

Kumarapdla’s Celebration of Jain Festivals: — These festivals he used 
to celebrate every year in the famous temple of “Kumdra-vihara’’ at Pdtan in 
the months of Chaitra and Ashvina in the latter 8 days of the bright fort- 
night. On the last day of the festival, i. e, on the full-moon day, xu the 
evening, a large chariot drawn by elephants, containing the image of 
Parshvandtha, used to go in procession through the town to the royal palace, 
accompanied by the King’s officers and leading citizens. The King, having 
personally worshipped the image amidst dances and prayers of the people, 
the chariot rested for the night in the palace and departed next morning to 
a grand pavilion erected outside the palace-gate, attended by the King in 
person. After being again worshipped hy the King, the chariot passed 
through the various lanes of the city resting at intervals in the special 
pavilions erected on the route and then returned to its own place. The King 
in this way not only himself celebrated the greatness of the Jain religion but 
issued orders to his tributary princes to celebrate it in a similar manner. 
The subordinate princes also hnilt Viharas in their own cities. 

Kumdrapaia’s Pilgrimage to Saurashtra Temples: — Once a group of 
Jain pilgrims, set out on a visit to Saurashtra (KathidwAd) temples, halted 
on their way at Patau. Seeing them the King also thought of going on the 
same pilgrimage and, accompanied by Hemachandra and a large array and a 
large Jain congregation, he travelled to Saurdshtra and halted at 
Girinagar (Juaagadh) situated at thefootof the, hill- Raivata (Girnar). But 
owing to bodily infirmity he could not ascend the hili^ so he sent - up his 
minister to. perform the worship. From there the whole party of pilgrims, 
xncla^g tlie ]^g, temple of Ris^&h^d^a op the 



Shatnmjaya luU This temple was before this visit kept in proper repairs by 
the minister by the orders of the King After this pilgTiinage the 

King returned. to his capital, 

Kumarapdla Builds Steps over Girndr Hill:— After Ms return the 
King, feeling sorry for not being able to ascend the Girndr hill, issued orders 
for constructing a flight of steps for ascending the hill, and at the suggestion 
of Siddhapala, the son of the poet- king Shripala, he appointed Amra, son of 
Raniga, as the subedar of Saurasbtra and entrusted this work to him. 

Kumdrapdla builds Charitable Institutions:— Thereafter the King 
built an alms-house (^raWR) for giving food and clothing to helpless and 
decrepit Jain devotees; and, in its vicinity, also built a monastery 
for enabling religions-minded persons to pass their time peacefully while 
performing their devotions. The management of these charitable institutions 
was entrusted to sheth Abhaya-kumdra, son of Neminaga. For this proper 
choice of the person the king got praise from the poet Siddhapala, 

Kumarapala’s Full Conversion to Jainism: — l^ater on Hemachandra 
gave to the King detailed instmetiou regarding the Twelve Vows to be 
observed according to the Jain religion and placed before Mm the examples 
of Anand and Kaniadeva, the great Jains of ancient times, and also the 
example of Ms contemporary Chhaddua, a richest Jain living in Pdtan, The 
King accepted the initiation of these vows with great devotion and thus 
became fully converted to Jainism. 

Kumarapala’s Daily Time-Table:— After the King accepted the Jain 
religion he began to pass Ms daily life like a regular Jain devotee. The 
following description of his daily time-table will be found interesting. 

Leaving his bed very early in the morning the king recited the sacred 
Jain Mantra of “Pancha Namaskdra” ( five salutations } and meditated 
on the adorable gods and gurus. Thereafter, finishing Ms bath, etc, he 
worshipped the Jina images in the household temple, and, if time permitted, 
proceeded on elephant to the Kumara-vihara temple in company of his 
ministers. After performing eight-fold worship there he used to go to 
Hemachandra. Having worshipped him and listened to his religious teaching 
he returned at midday to his palace. Then he gave food and alms to mendicants 
and after sending food-oflerings to the Jain idols of Ms temple, he took his meal. 
Meal over, he attended an assembly of learned mea and discoursed with them 
on religious and philosophical topics. Among these the poet Siddhapdia was 
the principal patty who always pleased the King by narrating a number of 
stories and episodes. In the fourth prahara of the day (i. e. after three 
o’clock) the King took his seat on the throne in the royal court and attended 
to Qf the S^te, heard appeals from people and passed udgments on 



the same Sometunes purely as a part of the royal duty, he attended 
wrestling matches, elephant fights and such other pastimes 

After, this he took his evening meals about 48 minufes before sun-set but 
ate only once on the Sth and 14th days of every fortnight. After dinner he 
worshipped with flowers in the household temples and made dancing girls 
wave lights before the deities. Worship over, he listened to musical concerts 
and to recitations sung by chdranas, etc. Passing the day in this way he 
retired for rest with a mind filled with renunciation. 

Kumdrapdla’s Great Faith in the “Nainaskara-Mantra”:-“irhe King 
always recited with great devotion the well-known Jain Mantra of “Namas- 
kfira” and he had so great a faith in its efficacy that he used to say that 
what he could not achieve by means of his army, he acheived through the 
mere recitation of that mantra. Through it even his enemies remained subdued 
to a Bania officer like Ambad; and not only civil wars and foreign invasions 
but, even famines did not affect his kingdom through the power of this 
mantra-recitation . 

Other Authorities on Kumarap^la’s Life: — In this way the work 
Kumkrapala-Pratibodha describes in brief the gist of the religious life of 
Kumirapala, More detailed information about King Kumdrapala and his 
contemporaries, who are referred to in this work can be obtained from such 
older works as “ Prahhavaka-Charitra^ ” Prabhandha-Chintamanip 
'‘'Knmdrapala^Chartira^'^ of Jayasimha-sliri, Kumarapala'Charitra''* of 
Chdritra-sundara, of Jinamandana, so also from 

such modem works as Forbe’s Rasa-mala and the [^Bombay GasetteePJ ^ 
It is therefore unnecessary to give those details here. 

Historical Portion of this Work thoroughly Reliable;— Although, 
as we have said before, a very limited historical information is to be obtained 
from this work, still we must admit that that limited information is thoroughly 
reliable and trustworthy. Because the author of this work was not only a 
contemporary of King Kumdrapfila but, as we know definitely from the 
account of the author given above, he also possessed a special intimate know* 
ledge of his private life. 

Three Writers Contemporary to Kuradrapala:— Information about the 
religious life of King Kumdrapdla is to be obtained from the writings of 
three contemporary writers. Among them the first is the King’s own 
religious preceptor Hemachandra himself. He has given some brief account 
in this connection in his Kumar apala-chantra^'^ (Prakrit Dvyashray a) 
and in his Mahavtra-charitraP The description given in Kumarapala^ 
ckaritra" and that- given in the present work, especially the dee- 
enptura of the Kmg’» daily kje agree cpppletely Second contemporary 
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writer IS tlie poet Yasabpalaj who has written a drania7 entitled '^Moka- 
parajaya’''^ in which he writes about the spiritual life of the King. This 
poet describes himself as a servant of King Ajayadeva, the snccessor of 
King Kaniarapalaj and is therefore evidently the contemporary of Kumdra- 
pak, la Mohdparajaya^' the poet has given ns a beautiful description 
of the prohibition ordered by Knmdrapdla in his kingdom of such acts as 
aaimal-slanghter, meat-eating, gambling, prostifution and the like. The third 
contemporary writer is the present author, Somaptabhacharya himself. As 
all these three writers are responsible and authoritative writers, there is very 
little room for doubts regarding what they have said. From the defiuite infor- 
matioa supplied by these writers we uaderstaud that Kumarapdla was a very 
religious Jain ruler; and that, having full faith in that religion, he did his best 
to cany out the doctrines aud rules of conduct prescribed in it. He made every 
endeavour to spread that religion and completely identified himself with the 
work of establishing its greatness. He was upright by nature aud liberal in 
thought; and although fully attached to Jain religion he never showed his 
displeasure towards other religions. As an ideal mier of his subjects, he paid 
equal respect to each religion. Being personally of a noble character, he 
always loved virtue in others. Under his rule people were perfectly happy 
and contented. 
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